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where are said to lie the bones of the faithful Islamites who fell in the storm/ or in the massacre by which the Kajpiits celebrated the fort's re-capture a few years later. Since then Ajmere has been lost and won several times; its possession being the symbol of political predominance in Eajputdna; for it is a Castle Dangerous which no government could hold in the midst of the clans without powerful supports and the prestige of military superiority. The Moghal emperors made it an imperial residence in the seventeenth century; in the confusion of the eighteenth century the Eajpiits got it again for a while, but soon had to yield it to the Maratha chief Sindia, then at the height of his fortunes. By him it was ceded, with the lands adjoining, to the British in 1818; and thus for sis centuries or more, with a few intervals, Ajmere has contained the garrison by which the masters of India have enforced their paramount jurisdiction over the unruly clans of Bajputdna.
But if we except this important occupation of Ajmere, the Mahomedan inroads made little lasting impression upon the Eajpiit countries up to the end of the fourteenth century. The capture of even the chief stronghold of a clan, as of Chitor, the citadel of the Sesodias, was only one of the more famous incidents, marked by unusual carnage, of constant war. When, however, the empire of the Toghlak dynasty at Delhi went to pieces, about the close of the fourteenth century, two Musalmdn kingdoms
* It is called the Ganj ShaUd, or granary of martyrs (semen fidei); but we are bound to add that this edifying memorial is shown in every Mahomedan fortress of ancient renown that is properly fitted out for the satisfaction of devout pilgrims.